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Submitted by: Dean Sarnecki
Executive Director, ACSTA
The following was written for an end of the school year “Offerings” for
the Edmonton Journal. It was published in 2006:
Well, it happened again. It happens every year. I thought it would get
better with time but it doesn’t. In fact I feel some years its getting
worse. The pain, the separation, the grief; it is difficult and I probably
will never get over it completely but usually by mid-October I will have
at least recovered enough to move on and do it again.
Yep, schools out for the summer. For the past ten months I have been a teacher to 160 and
chaplain to 880 students at Archbishop Jordan Catholic High School. I have a weird “job”. In a
way I do what every teacher, social worker, nurse, doctor, parent does – I am called to love those
I meet. However, unlike others, I receive a stipend from the school system…for loving.
Now I admit, I am not a perfect “lover”. Far from it. If Jesus is my model of love – and He is! – I
fail miserably in my attempt to love all the students that I encounter daily. I really do try but
petty things like personalities, behaviours, interests – or lack of interests – my own faults and
failures, my own selfishness and self-centeredness, often get in the way of my loving. I do try, its
just Jesus is perfect and I’m not.
So what happens? In my imperfect way I love as many people as possible. I consciously care
and demonstrate concern for my students. I listen to their stories; I share in their lives – the
happiness and grief, loneliness and friendships, dreams and disappointments. I too share with
the students my dreams and life, the dreams of God’s revelation, my hopes and fears for myself
and them in the present and the future. We share lives.
But then abruptly, it’s over. Graduation ceremonies come and the students are filled with
excitement and the teachers share to some extent in that but it isn’t the same. The kids, caught
up in the moment often forget those who have guided them, taught them, led them and the staff
is left almost as an afterthought for many students. Exams happen. The grade tens and elevens
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write and leave for the summer – but that is just a minor and temporary sense of loss – we will
see each other in September. The grade twelve’s write government exams and are gone. A few
come to visit before they leave for good – “Can I get a picture with you?”, “I will never forget
you”, “I will email/phone/drop in to see you in the fall” and a few actually do but not many.
I don’t blame the students. I occasionally run into some of my old high school teachers. And
really, outside of the high school experience we shared, what is there to talk about? I’m stuck
in time, reliving my high school years vicariously through the kids on a daily basis, while the
students have grown up; literally, graduated to a new life. Not better, or worse, just different.
Our “jobs” are like that of a master potter; potters mould the clay, fire it, and then sell or trade
the pot and start again. We mould students, we teach them English, math, social, music, art,
phys. ed. We teach them to get along with others, to share what they have, to be honest and
have a vision. We teach them to love, to love as God loves, to be Christ to each other, and
surprisingly, most students get it. As they are loved, they love us in return.
It is interesting though that the potter is sometimes moulded by the clay he works. Some of the
clay sticks on the potter and becomes part of them, changes them; the moulder becomes the
moulded. When you are loved, you are changed. You share with the beloved a part of yourself
and when the beloved leaves, that little piece dies and that leads to pain and grief.
That is, I believe, what happens at the end of the school year. I know that the students have to
move on, they have their whole lives ahead and they will meet and be moulded by many long
after high school. And I know my pain and suffering, the feelings of hurt and abandonment are
selfish and self-centred on my part but I just want the students to know I too was engaged and
shaped by our encounter and I will miss them tremendously!

“I will never forget, for
I have carved you on the palms of my hands” (Isaiah 49: 15-16).
As God says through the words of the prophet Isaiah,

I want my students to know, that I too will never forget them. They have been engraved in my
mind and on my heart.
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Pope Francis to the Rescue

You Are My
Beloved Child

By: Eugenia Kowalczyk, Ph.D.
ACSTA, Director of Advocacy

Our Catholic youth are challenged each and every day with the hustle and bustle of peer pressure,
schoolwork, social media, and acceptance. Indeed to be a young person growing up in such a dynamic,
fast paced, ever changing social milieu can leave even the most grounded, spinning. If only life would slow
down we often catch ourselves thinking. There is so much to do and so little time; every day reads like a
litany of to do’s. Our youth are experiencing change at a staggering speed and in its grasp a potential loss
of identity.
To be a Catholic youth is indeed complex. As many of us know, it takes a lifetime to discover who you are
and what you stand for. One might say, “a work in progress.” Today’s youth is inundated with fads, fashion,
and cultural ambiguity while simultaneously sensing an erosion of tradition, values, virtues, and God. Being
caught in this whirlwind requires a “shut down, restore, and update” of priorities and expectations. Pope
Francis to the rescue!
Pope Francis has made communicating with the youth a priority. Throughout the past year, Pope Francis
has sent direct messages to our young people of encouragement, hope, and renewal. During World Youth
Day in January, 150,000 young people from 155 countries gathered in Panama. The Pope’s message of hope,
love, and resilience resonated in his address stating, “There is a strength in young people, a strength that
all of you possess. It is a strength that can change the world.” His advice continued with the words, “Dear
young people, take courage, enter within yourselves and say to God: ‘What do you want from me?’ Allow
God to answer you. Then you will see how your life is transformed and filled with joy.” Helping our young
people understand that they are unconditionally loved and that God has great things prepared for each
of them is an antidote for modern day anxieties, fears, and feelings of inadequacy. God holds each child
tenderly in His loving hand and knows each by name. How reassured our children would be if they took this
message to heart.
Most recently, Pope Francis in his post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit states, “Young people
are not meant to be discouraged; they are meant to dream great things, to seek vast horizons, to aim
higher, to take on the world, to accept challenges, and to offer the best of themselves to the building of
something better.” Such encouraging words are reaffirmed with the acknowledgement of how important
our youth are to the faith. Pope Francis boldly reminds our young people that, “they are the ‘now’ of God.”
Although times are changing, and many challenges lie ahead, we must constantly remind our young people
that God loves them. Pope Francis states unequivocally, “Never doubt this, whatever may happen to you
in life, at every moment, you are infinitely loved.” Indeed a beautiful message of hope and reassurance for
every person, at any age, in any circumstance.
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Legally Speaking:

THE EDUCATION ACT:

WHAT’S OLD
WILL BE NEW AGAIN

Submitted by: Cristina Wendel, Dentons Canada LLP
THE EDUCATION ACT – WHAT’S OLD WILL BE NEW AGAIN
Alberta’s Education Act was passed in 2012 but has been sitting, unproclaimed, since then. The
legislation was passed by the Progressive Conservatives but was never proclaimed into force as the
government was still in the process of working on the regulations when it lost power to the NDP. The NDP
government chose to make changes to the existing School Act instead of proclaiming the Education Act
into force. However, after 7 years of waiting, the Education Act may become law with Premier Jason
Kenney, having pledged to proclaim the Education Act into force.
While the Education Act will have implications for schools generally, such as by raising of the age for
access to education from 19 to 21, there are a number of provisions in the Education Act which will have
unique implications for Catholic education.
Student resident qualifications is one of those provisions. The Education Act defines a resident student
based on where the student resides during the school year, as opposed to the School Act, which
determines student residency based on where the parent(s) resides. Under the Education Act, a student
is a resident of a separate school district if the student resides within the boundaries of that district, and
the student’s parent (where there is only one parent) or parents (where there are two parents) declare(s)
that they are of the same faith as those who established that district, whether Protestant or Roman
Catholic. When a student has two parents, but one parent has not declared his/her faith, the parents shall
choose whether the student is a resident student of the board of the separate school division or of the
public school division.
Another new provision in the Education Act is the granting to school boards of the rights, powers and
privileges of a “natural person”. In exercising these rights however, boards must not act in a manner that
is inconsistent with their statutory responsibilities. Further, the Minister retains the right to prohibit, restrict
or limit the use of these rights, powers or privileges by regulation. In general, this gives boards the right to
sign contracts, hire staff and acquire property without ministerial approval. However, for Catholic boards,
this provision may also give them the opportunity to assert their entitlement to act in accordance with
directions of the local Bishop, pursuant to Code of Canon Law and in accordance with Catholic principles
and doctrines.
Despite some earlier concern that the Education Act would include a provision allowing the Minister to
order shared facilities, that has not been done. A blended board is possible, but it can only be established
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directions of the local Bishop, pursuant to Code of Canon Law and in accordance with Catholic principles
and doctrines.
Despite some earlier concern that the Education Act would include a provision allowing the Minister to
order shared facilities, that has not been done. A blended board is possible, but it can only be established
upon the request of both the public school division and the separate school division. In addition, while the
Education Act maintains the provision whereby the Minister may direct boards to co-operate with respect
to the transportation of students, it removes the wording in the School Act that specifically states that the
Minister may direct the boards to enter into specific transportation arrangements. That being said, there
are indications that this issue may be revisited.
The Education Act provides that separate school residents maintain their residence in a separate school
district, and their declaration that they are of a minority faith, but are granted the additional right, without
interference with their residence or minority faith, to vote for and run for public school trustee (with
equivalent provisions for Francophone regional authorities). The “Brassard Choice Provision”, as it is
known colloquially, enables separate local residents to vote or run for the position of the public school
trustee.
-2The establishment provisions for new school districts contained in the Education Act are colloquially
known as the “flower petal formation”, as opposed to the traditional “4X4” formation provisions in the
School Act. This change could be problematic if there is a challenge to the constitutionality of the “flower
petal formation”.

The Education Act requires support for student organizations. It requires that a principal must allow a
40051030_1|NATDOCS
student’s request to establish a voluntary student organization or to lead an activity intended to promote a
welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environment that respects diversity and fosters a sense of
belonging. The principal must also designate a staff member to serve as a staff liaison. While the School
Act requires that the principal “immediately” allow the request and designate the staff member “within a
reasonable time”, the Education Act does not contain any set time limits.
Student organizations specifically include gay-straight alliances, diversity clubs, anti-racism clubs and
anti-bullying clubs. The students may select the name for the organization which may include “gaystraight alliance” or “queer-straight alliance” after consulting with the principal. However, the Education
Act is silent on whether the principal must agree to the name and there are no express prohibitions on the
principal’s ability to interfere in the name selection. Contrary to the School Act, the Education Act does
not contain any restrictions on the disclosure of information regarding participation in student
organizations. Disclosure would be governed by the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy
Act. This is likely to be a key point of discussion and debate if the Education Act is proclaimed.
Another difference between the two acts relates to the code of conduct requirements. The Education Act
requires that a board establish, implement and maintain a policy regarding the board’s obligation to
provide a welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environment that includes a code of conduct for
students that addresses bullying behaviour. The code of conduct must be publicly available, reviewed
annually, provided to all staff, students and parents and contain the following requirements: a statement
of purpose; one or more statements that address the prohibited grounds of discrimination set out in the
Alberta Human Rights Act; one or more statements about what is and is not acceptable behaviour; one or
more statements about the consequences of unacceptable behaviour; and be in accordance with any
other requirements established by the Minister. This is different from the School Act which, among other
things, specifically requires that the policy and code must affirm the rights in the Alberta Human Rights
Act and the Charter for all staff and students and state that neither staff nor students will be discriminated
against.
Another provision of note is that while the Minister may prohibit the use of a course, a program of study or
a learning and teaching resource in schools, that right is subject to a board’s right to provide religious
instruction.
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Act and the Charter for all staff and students and state that neither staff nor students will be discriminated
against.
Another provision of note is that while the Minister may prohibit the use of a course, a program of study or
a learning and teaching resource in schools, that right is subject to a board’s right to provide religious
instruction. This will prevent the Minister from prohibiting any course or program that is focused on
Catholic content.
The Education Act would allow Catholic school boards to require school council members to be Catholic.
The provisions in the Education Act dealing with filling board vacancies could potentially be a concern.
They provide that where two attempts to fill a vacancy on a board have failed to yield any nominations,
the Minister may appoint a trustee to fill the vacancy; however, there is no express requirement that those
appointments be members of the denominational minority.
There are also a number of provisions in the Education Act dealing with the establishment of school
divisions and separate school regions, as well as property assessments that will be of importance to
Catholic educators.
It will remain to be seen whether the current government will proclaim the Education Act into force and if
so, whether it will be in its current form, or with some adjustments and whether it will be in force for the
2019/20 school year.
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January
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The Spirit is Moving

I was in a meeting the other day and one of my colleagues
likened the movement in grateful support of Catholic
education to the experience of the early apostles. Faced
with doubt, fear and challenge, Christ’s first disciples were
divided and disheartened. They had a powerful message
of life and hope to share, yet they were fractured and
unsure. When the Holy Spirit moved upon them, all of that
changed. They were inspired, invigorated and emboldened.
They had courage and took risks. They spoke with passion.
They witnessed. There was no stopping them!
In the seven months since the launch of GrACE, the Holy
Spirit has been at work. Advocates have become inspired,
invigorated and emboldened. They have had courage and
taken risks. They have spoken with passion. They have
witnessed and…there’s no stopping them!
Here are some current GrACE statistics:

Submitted by:

Bonnie Annicchiarico, Ph.D
GrACE, Executive Director
• It is an honor and a gift from God to have publicly funded
Catholic education.   I am grateful to have this mission.  
I want to be fully available to advocate for Catholic
education.  (Priest- Diocese of St Paul)
• I feel comfortable, confident, energized and grateful
about being an advocate for Catholic Education.  It is past
due---but I am SO hopeful about the outcome. (Diocese of
Grouard-McLennan)
• The day I chose to be a Catholic is the day I became an
advocate.   Its part of who I am.   It is an extension of
the work that we are asked to do as missionaries of the
Gospel.  (Diocese of Grouard-McLennan)
• I feel inspired to advocate for Catholic education.  I know
it is vital. (FrancoSud)

GrACE groups have been formed in 11 Catholic districts.

• Today’s meeting informed and empowered me to spread
the Gospel and start a movement! (Diocese of St Paul)
• I am buoyed up the realization that we are creating
advocacy for Catholic education in all districts in the
province!  I have a sense that we are all in this together!
(Diocese of Edmonton)

More than 1200 Catholic education stakeholders have
been part of a GrACE engagement experience.

• I feel inspired and motivated to be an even stronger
advocate for Catholic education (Diocese of Calgary)

Among the stakeholders present at these engagement
sessions are parents, teachers, priests, parishioners,
students, bishops, superintendents, and trustees. Their
words speak for themselves:

As another school year draws to a close, we can be so
grateful for the unity within our Catholic education
community and for the many who will ensure a hopeful
future for Catholic schools in Alberta. We have been tried
and tested and shown our resolve. With the Holy Spirit
moving, all things are possible.

Each Alberta Bishop has hosted a GrACE workshop in
their diocese. 100% of our Catholic School districts have
participated.

• I feel motivated and inspired to be a supporter and
promoter of Catholic education through my Sunday
homilies, visible presence and prayers.  (Priest- Diocese of
St Paul)
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Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you shall be My witnesses. Acts 1:8
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“We All Have a Part to Play”
Submitted by : Dr. Matt Hoven
Associate Professor of Religious Education
Peter and Doris Kule Lecturer in Catholic Religious Education - St. Joseph’s College, University of Alberta
at a Catholic school—whether at the
elementary or secondary levels.

A

ccounts from around the globe
about the clergy sex abuse scandal and
apparent leadership coverups can’t help
but stir doubt in the hearts of many.
Whatever lies at the root of the crisis,
there is common ground in the fact
that many feel the need to re-anchor
themselves in what is most important
in the Christian tradition. I’ve found a
rededication to discipleship/friendship
with Jesus and reaffirmation of the family
as the heart of the Church as personally
helpful. Among other possible religious
practices, these for me have been a
means of sensing God’s grace in a dark
time. As someone employed in a Catholic
post-secondary institution, I wonder
further what a rededication looks like
corporally and professionally.
One important step toward re-anchoring
the promise and gift of Catholic education
is to recall the lives of teachers in our
schools who often do excellent work
despite the challenges faced. One
particular group of interest for me are
educator-coaches in our schools. I
interviewed ten of them in Edmonton
Catholic Schools a few years ago and
reflected on the way they acted like
religious educators. Many of them had
studied at St. Joseph’s College or Newman
Theological College. I asked them about
their experiences of coaching sports
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What I found is that these educatorcoaches in Catholic school sporting
programs often acted like religious
educators, broadly speaking. They formed
community, told me stories about prayer,
supported disadvantaged people through
works of charity and justice, and even
noted a few examples of instruction on
discipleship and proclamation of the
Christian faith. Let me offer you some
examples. One coach at a sports academy
noted how many of the youth did “not
come from a great home life” and that
educator-coaches “try to provide a sense
of family for these students.” Examples of
building long-lasting relationships among
players and coaches were prominent. At
first thought, prayers of thanksgiving or
petition might seem out of place in sport,
but these coaches recalled examples where
the secular world of sport made room
for the sacred. At one elite high school
program, a coach recalled leading a team
prayer before a game “for a moment of
grounding” where they prayed for health
and good competition and recognized that
the game is “not cutthroat.” Many of the
educator-coaches saw merciful service as
vital to their work as teachers and coaches.
Stories of assisting the lives of immigrant
students or those with hard home lives
fed these coaches’ desire to serve. One
explained, “Jesus obviously asked us to
serve others…and I think [coaching is] just
a way of giving…[and can be] a Christ-like
thing.” Verbal instruction and proclamation
of faith were less common ways of religious
education, but at the right moment
coaches could preach it. One coach had
a life-threatening experience in his own
youth and often drew from that situation
to speak about what’s most important in
life. A younger coach, who at first hadn’t

thought she had connected spiritually
with a player, recalled that she had. She
was surprised by the youth’s willingness
to speak about religious things in a
sporting environment.
I provide these stories as a way of
recalling the many good things done in
Catholic schools today. Sport-coaches, for
instance, frequently lead students to make
better decisions that support the ethos
of the schools. Of course, considering
evangelization outside of the RE
classroom doesn’t mean that knowledgebased learning is unnecessary. However,
there is a role for all staff in Catholic
schools to play in supporting a gospelbased school ethos. The integration of
religious learning can happen within the
broader school community, like in athletic
programs that consciously support ways
of bringing religious education to athletes.
Without such efforts, bringing about a
religious dimension to the school gets
relegated to only morning prayer and
religion class. Intentional efforts and
formal structures are needed to consider
how sport can act as a place for religious
education.
We all have a part to play in building up
Catholic education. Instead of falling prey
to despair in the current ecclesial crisis,
there are ways that Catholics already
perform a great service to the Body of
Christ and all society. Let’s build off of all
that’s good in our tradition as disciples of
Jesus.

_____________________

Part of this research project was published
as M. Hoven and T. Egli (2019) “How Do Sport
Educator-Coaches Contribute to RE in Catholic
Schools?” in Global Perspectives on Catholic
Education, Volume II, edited by M. Buchanan
and A.M. Gellel. Singapore: Springer, 481-495.
Contact the author if you wish to have a copy
of the chapter.

1

14

“Catholic schools participate in the Church’s evangelizing mission of bringing the gospel to the ends of
the earth.” (Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, The Holy See’s teaching on catholic schools, vii). Catholic
schools evangelize by proclaiming the Gospel in their community and allowing members to respond
freely in faith. Through their lived witness of their relationship with Christ, teachers are models of faith
who reveal Christ to their students on a daily basis.
Fruits of this witness were realized at the Easter vigil in Christ
The Redeemer parishes. God showered His gifts upon the
CTR students, staff, and parents who received the
sacraments of initiation at the Easter vigil. In total, 33
students, 2 teachers, and 4 parents were baptized and 11
students and 2 parents received the sacraments of
Eucharist, Reconciliation, and Confirmation. Participation in
Catholic Education inspired these people to embark on this
wonderful journey.
In Brooks, 3 teachers formed a parish RCIA and RCIC team that
journeyed throughout the year with catechumens, candidates, and
sponsors. At the Easter vigil, 8 students and one teacher were
baptized. Additionally, 11 students and 2 parents received the
sacraments of Eucharist, Reconciliation, and Confirmation. A
testament of their witness of faith, 9 teachers were chosen to
sponsor the students on this blessed journey. A beautiful moment
for Catholic Education in the Brooks community.
St. James parish, Okotoks, worked with CTR schools to promote
sacramental preparation for students older than Grade 2. A
teacher worked with the parish coordinator to animate monthly
preparation meetings for 22 students (including 2 teenagers). Two
entire families – parents and children – were baptized as part of
this process! These students loved their experience of faith at
school and inspired their parents to join the parish’s RCIA
program. Their entire family was baptized as a result. What an
example of evangelization as a result of their involvement in
Catholic Education!
“First and foremost every Catholic educational institution is a place to encounter the living God who in
Jesus Christ reveals His transforming love and
truth.” (Pope Benedict XVI, 2008) The gift of
Catholic education allows students and their
families to encounter God in their lives. The initial
encounter at school led to an openness to
welcoming God into their lives. This openness
allowed students, staff, and parents to receive the
sacraments of initiation and becoming members
of the Catholic Church. When Catholic schools
allow time and space for students to encounter
God, miracles certainly occur!
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Celebrating 130 Years of Excellent Catholic Education
This has been such a special year for Edmonton Catholic Schools as we celebrated our 130th anniversary
of providing excellent Catholic education to the families of the City of Edmonton. Our anniversary
presented us with such a wonderful opportunity to think about how much our District has grown and
changed over the years, but it also presented us with an excellent opportunity to reflect upon how much
education has changed. We have grown from one school with 23 students in 1888 to a District of 96
schools with over 43,000 students in 2019!
We have moved from small schoolhouses to virtual classrooms, from slates to digital tablets, and from
reading, writing, and arithmetic to a vast array of subjects for study. Teaching and learning are now all
about innovation, inquiry, and unlocking every aspect of a student’s potential as a child of God.
We were so fortunate to have 3 Sisters of the Faithful Companions of Jesus as our founders, but as our
District has grown and religious orders have used their members in so many other vital roles, we have
also been blessed to have so many lay Catholics embrace their vocation to help our students come to
know and love Jesus.
There have been so many events to engage our communities in celebration and reflection over the
course of this year. November 2, 2018, marked the exact anniversary of our opening, and schools and
sites across the District celebrated with a special Liturgy of the Word. January saw an entertaining ECSD
Oil Kings game day event where our Trustees and Superintendent participated in the puck drop and a
Principal, an Assistant Principal, and one of our District Chaplains competed against each other in an
exciting intermission challenge! This event also raised over $2500 for our Edmonton Catholic Schools
Foundation.
In recognition of the legacy of Catholic education in our community, locally, nationally, and
internationally, our Student Senate ran a Humans of ECSD – Where Are They Now? campaign. These
high school representatives interviewed people who had graduated from their school communities and
asked them to describe in their own voice the depth and richness Catholic education provides. The
launch of this project coincided with Catholic Education Week and provided an opportunity to articulate
the unique blessing that is Catholic education.
As our year draws to a close and our schools and sites will look back with gratitude on the past many
months of growing together in Christ, they will all have the opportunity to end the year as we began,
with a special 130th anniversary liturgy.
Catholic education is truly a gift to any community, and Edmonton Catholic Schools is both proud and
grateful to have been an integral part of the fabric of Edmonton for 130 glorious years!
Submitted by Susan Makale
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Congratulations to
Evergreen Catholic Schools
for raising, per pupil, the
largest amount for
CCSTA’S Toonies for
Campaign.
CatholicTuition
Dimension Summer
2019
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